
Minutes of the Southington Commission on DisAbilities 

June 9, 2015 6:30 pm Southington Police Department 

 

In attendance: Marlene Carbone, Judith Dandrow, Mary Etter, Lori Holm, Lisa Jansson, Carmillia 

Kimmel, Karen Leary, Sue Shatney (interpreter) 

Excused: Erika Pocock, George Pohorilak 

Commissioner Leary, acting as chair in the absence of Chair Pohorilak, called the meeting to order at 

6:31 pm. 

It was determined that there was a quorum. 

Art Cyr (103 Berlin Avenue) was there as a member of the public. He mentioned that he last attended a 

meeting of our Commission about 5 years ago. He stated that we should get more information out 

about the Special Needs Registry. It’s difficult to find information about it. He mentioned it at a Board of 

Education meeting, where then-Superintendent Dr. Erardi said that he didn’t have any information. He 

found it and put it on the website so now it shows as a permanent part of each school’s site. This is 

great, but maybe we could send a letter to each principal requesting that the Registry be highlighted in 

electronic newsletters? 

Mr. Cyr also mentioned a problem at the senior housing on Academy and their accessibility to the Apple 

Harvest Festival. Perhaps there is some meeting space in the lower level of the Town Hall. 

Commissioner Carbone made a motion to accept the minutes from the May 12 meeting. Commissioner 

Holm seconded, and the vote was unanimous. 

Secretary’s Report – Commissioner Etter reported that she has been unable to make it to the post office. 

We can add emails to the online information about us if we want. 

Treasurer’s Report – Commissioner Kimmel has not gotten to meet with Christine at the Town Hall as of 

yet. We started with $8,000, and we have $6,320.80 remaining, even after the two requests received 

this evening. It looks like our budget increased recently, last year it was $6,500 and this year it was 

$8,000. Not sure what we have in the upcoming year. 

Old Business 

May 3rd wrapup – We had talked about paying St. Dominic for the space for our event. Can we donate to 

them? Commissioner Kimmel said that she would check with Christine at the town, then Town Attorney 

Mark Sciota. 

Alternate sites for meetings – This conversation began last meeting. Commissioner Kimmel had spoken 

with the Town Manager’s secretary Pat. She schedules rooms for meetings, and the 2nd Tuesday of the 



month is very popular. There is no room in the Municipal Center. Commissioner Leary stated that we do 

not want to eliminate the inclusion of the public. We have been double booked at the Police Station in 

the past. Commissioner Etter volunteered to call the Library and Commissioner Jansson offered to 

contact John Myers at the YMCA. 

Health Fair at the Aqua Turf – Date is 2/28/2016, and Karen DiGirajralamo (the Y contact) said that the 

cost would be $100 - $150 because we are connected with the Town. There would be an extra fee if we 

wanted electricity.  Commissioner Etter made a motion that we proceed with this event, Commissioner 

Kimmel seconded, and the motion passed unanimously. 

New Business  

By Laws review –Suggested changes include: 

1. Adding the word “informed” to the Mission Statement (The Commission will work 

collaboratively with others in order to make Southignton a welcoming, informed, and inclusive 

town…) 

2. Article III Section 2 – change April to May to correct the bylaws to the actual beginning of terms. 

3. Article V Section 1 – change time of Commission meetings from 6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. to match 

actual practice. 

 

There was also discussion about the objectives and how we might achieve them (go to Council meetings 

to make reports, go to community agencies, find out demographic information from the special needs 

registry, and work on website.   

Due to time constraints, we had to stop after Article V, Section 1.  

Commissioner Jansson distributed town ordinance related to Berlin’s commission on disabilities for 

review. 

Commissioner Holm made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 p.m. Second by Commissioner 

Carbone, motion passed unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Mary Etter, Secretary 


